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Experience Melissa Winker, age 45, (D-Oconomowoc) is a second-time candidate 
for the Assembly. She is a national board certified, 20-year veteran 
teacher, including (until Aug.2020) several years with the Oconomowoc 
Area School District. Civic engagement has been centered on ending 
gun violence in our communities and standing up for racial justice. Mar-
ried to Eric Winker, a Madison firefighter/paramedic, raising five chil-
dren in Oconomowoc. Seeking public office to work on the issues that 
impact working people: expand Medicaid for affordable health care, 
protect clean water and family farms, demand nonpartisan redistricting 
to end gerrymandering, and invest in necessary infrastructure including 
public schools, child care, broadband, worker rights including paid leave 
and a $15 minimum wage, and smart transportation.

Did not provide
information

Inflation-adjusted per-pupil spending for public schools across the 
U.S. increased by 5.4% between 2008 and 2018. Meanwhile, Wis-
consin’s adjusted spending levels decreased by 1.4%. (Wisconsin 
Budget Project) This decrease in funding has forced many districts 
to go to referendum to maintain programs, facilities, and staff. Do 
you support increasing funding for our public schools? What legis-
lative proposals for increasing funding will you support?

I will work for and support all good proposals that invest in our public 
prek-12 schools. As stated below, I would challenge the Private Family 
Choice program, look at raising revenue, and modify other spending to 
make this a top priority.

Did not provide
an answer

The state special education reimbursement rate for public schools 
is currently at 25%. Private schools receive a 90% reimbursement 
rate. Do you support raising the level of reimbursement for public 
schools? What level would you support?

The unfair reimbursement rate is one reason I oppose the Private 
Choice program. I support raising the reimbursement rate for public 
schools to the maximum level possible.

Did not provide
an answer

Revenue limits currently control how much local districts can spend 
per student, creating a system where some districts can spend 
$9500 per student and others can spend over $16,000 per student. 
Do you support reforming Wisconsin’s revenue limits to ensure 
that all public schools are funded at a level that allows for equity 
across districts?

Wisconsin’s school funding formula is overly complex, leads to inequi-
ties, and must be fixed.

Did not provide
an answer

Through private school vouchers, Wisconsin currently spends 
public funds on two parallel school systems, public and private. Do 
you support public tax dollars being directed to private schools 
through the voucher program? How do you propose maintaining 
adequate funding for public schools, as mandated in our state 
Constitution?

I am opposed to the voucher program. I will help provide leadership 
and vocal commitment as a legislator to invest fully in public schools.
I will advocate for full and equitable funding, including a repeal of the 
$23 million tax cut of 2020.

Did not provide
an answer

Do you support transparency in property tax bills so that taxpay-
ers know how much of their local public-school dollars are being 
allocated to private schools? How will you hold private schools 
accountable for how our tax dollars are spent?

Transparent reporting at the local level would be helpful so that taxpay-
ers may track the truth. But efforts to make private institutions “more 
accountable” are pointless; the PROBLEM is we have decided to pay 
for parochial and private schools with public school funds; it bleeds the 
public schools, and it needs to end.

Did not provide
an answer
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CAPE is an independent citizens’ group that supports and advocates
for quality public education in Lake Mills as evidenced by the quality

of our teachers, our facilities, and our programs.

CAPE does not support a political party or individual political candidates.
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 Advocacy Activities:
Partnering with community organizations

Coordinating with statewide groups to advocate for a strong state budget for public education

Celebrating public education during American Education Week and I Love My Public Schools Week

Donating to LMASD for specific student needs  •  Celebrating staff during Teacher Appreciation Week  •  Providing informational forums

 Goals:
support our quality staff  •  support our students  •  support effective programs  •   inform the public about current educational issues

E-mail:
citizens4publiced@gmail.com

Facebook:
Citizen Advocates for Public Education

Instagram:
citizens4publiced

Website: 
www.cape-wi.com


